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A major pillar of the work of the Worshipful Company of Founders is the Founders’ Charities. In the 
main we focus on supporting young people as individuals to achieve their potential. Our focus is on

• funding studies in material sciences, engineering, medical electives, music, choristers, bell ringing, 
theatre, sculpture, sport

• support for the environment and wildlife

• the Lord Mayor and City Corporation’s charities

• the armed forces, cadets and youth groups.

This report gives a flavour of a number of recent and ongoing activities our funding supports.

Nicholas Butterworth



Modus Operandi

Over the years a number of funds have been accumulated and are still being 
contributed to by members. The overall responsibility for approving distribution 
rests with the Court. Founders total grant giving is currently in the order of over 
£100,000 per annum.

The Court delegates responsibility for reviewing and authenticating requests for 
funding, nominating suitable beneficiaries and recommending grants to the 
Charity Committee. In turn the Charity Committee delegates responsibility for 
recommending charitable grants to individuals seeking careers or working within 
the Foundry Industry to the Industry Committee. 

Following the transfer of charitable funds from the Brunel Centre Bedford to 
Founders in 2020, an Education Committee was established to be responsible for 
securing the objectives and allocation of grants from Brunel’s charitable funds 
specifically for apprenticeships and schools. 
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Education
Education and support for young people is at the heart of 
Founders’ charitable focus. There has been long-standing 

support for students in secondary education, undergraduates 
and graduates in many subjects but with an emphasis on 

science and engineering in schools and material sciences and 
related engineering fields at universities. 



The John Warner School
Established in 1953 as Hoddesdon Secondary School, it adopted the name John Warner in 1968, after the man

who established the first all-boys’ school for all classes and any religious beliefs in 1841. John Warner was

Master of the Company in1827. David Kennedy, Chair of our Education Committee, was head of the school for

a number of years and led its rating to “Outstanding”. The Founders’ Charities supported students for many

years and most recently provided funding for their studies into Robotics.

On Saturday 5 March 2022, the UK’s best school Robotics teams met at The Haberdashers' Aske's Boys' School

Hertfordshire, for a colossal match up in this year’s VEX Robotics competition.  The John Warner team won the 

Excellence award - the judges deemed their performance, their interview and their engineer notebook to be the 

best combination.

Thus this team represented the UK at the World Championship, travelling to Texas, USA for the VEX Robotics 

World Championship in early May. The tournament is the World’s largest high school Robotics competition with 

teams from 40 countries coming together to fight for the title as the world’s greatest Robotics team!  The 

teams did exceptionally well and, for the first time in their history, reached the knock-out stages of the 

competition.  Given the number of teams involved from all over the world this was a fantastic achievement.
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The future is exceptionally bright for the students involved, both those in the teams and those younger
students who hope to emulate the teams’ achievements. This year saw the expansion of the scheme to
include Roselands Primary School where many pupils have already taken part in local competitions with
great success. On 26 May the teams were delighted to welcome the Master, Prof. John Wood, CBE;
Upper Warden, Robin Holmes; Education Committee Member Ed Partridge and Chair of the Education
Committee David Kennedy to observe a Robotics showcase.

Working with the head of engineering at the school (Freeman, Stuart Higham) the Founders helped fund
robotic equipment at two feeder primary schools. One tangible outcome of the work in both the primary
and secondary schools is that the number of females taking part is on par with the male students.

Bursaries

Through the Education Committee, Founders are currently supporting five sixth form students at The
John Warner School with a two-year bursary programme. Our funding is combined with that of the
Clutterbuck Charity and the awards are labelled as “Founders – Clutterbuck” bursaries. All the students
have performed exceptionally well at GCSE level and are studying Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry,
Physics, Art and Engineering at A level. In addition to their studies many are involved in the Robotics
programme. Additional support and mentoring are offered by members of the Company e.g. assistance
with University applications and advice on courses of study. Pre-16 the Charities have, this year,
sponsored two students in Year 10 from Northfleet Technology College to attend an Engineering Summer
School.
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Caltech is a world-renowned private research university in Pasadena. 
The university is known for its strength in science and engineering and 
is one among a small group of technology institutes in the US which is 
primarily devoted to the instruction of pure and applied sciences and 
claims to have the highest concentration of Nobel Prize winners in the 
world. The Founders’ Charities funded travel and visa costs of a female 
student there – her academic interest having been encouraged by 
taking part in the above Robotics activities as a pupil at The John 
Warner School.

The California Institute of 
Technology
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https://www.caltech.edu/


Barts and The London School of 
Medicine

For many years the Founders’ Charities have supported medical 
students about to qualify at St Bartholomew’s. A small grant 
assists with the cost of their electives which they typically spend 
abroad, usually in very deprived areas, to apply their medical 
skills and knowledge for the benefit of local communities and to 
learn how medicine is practised. Each year’s awardees give a 
presentation to the Company and their experiences are always 
impressive. Students are chosen who could not undertake 
overseas work without financial support.
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St Paul’s Cathedral 
Chorister 

In 2007 it was decided that the Founders’ Charities would fund a 
chorister at St Paul’s Cathedral Choir School. The selected chorister 
receives a Founders’ Chorister’s Medal which is worn whenever 
they wear their cassock.  These could be seen on choristers during 
the recent television coverage of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
service at the Cathedral.
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https://www.stpauls.co.uk/


The Access Project

The Founders were a founding sponsor for The Access Project 
(TAP) run at the Globe Academy since 2013 and are one of the 
project’s longest running supporters. Globe Academy serves an 
extremely deprived area of South London and the school is 
among the most disadvantaged cohort of schools in the country. 
The project involves working with students from years 10 to 13 
who are selected according to academic potential and need 
mentoring to gain places at the most successful universities. TAP 
has a track record of helping students reach selective universities 
and the mentoring has a powerful impact on young people’s lives 
in terms of employability and overall confidence. 
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Treloar Trust

‘Enabling education for disabled young people’

Founded in 1907 by the Lord Mayor, Treloar’s is a registered charity 
with a funding need of circa £2m per annum. It provides education, 
care, therapy, medical support and independence training to young 
people with physical disabilities from all over the UK and overseas. 
The primary aim is to prepare young people for adult life, giving them 
the confidence and skills to achieve their full potential. A number of 
Founders have visited the school over the years and been 
exceptionally moved by what is done for the young people in care. 
The Founders’ Charities continue to donate regularly and have made 
one off contributions towards specific projects including the purchase 
of a specially adapted coach.
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https://www.treloar.org.uk/


Christ’s Hospital 

The Founders’ Charities support one male and one female student for 
their time at the school by making a contribution towards the fees for 
the full secondary school career of each pupil.
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https://www.christs-hospital.org.uk/


City of London School for Girls

The Founders Charities maintain a fully funded place for one girl 
at the City of London School for Girls. This is an example of our 
support for education within the City and for students who could 
not otherwise be able to attend such a successful school.
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https://clsg.org.uk/


The Outward Bound Trust

An educational charity that helps young people to defy limitations through learning 
and adventures in the wild’

The Trust seeks to challenge young people to never give up, to change their 
perspective and to learn the most important lesson: to believe in themselves.

The Trust’s philosophy: ‘We equip young people with a stronger sense of self-belief, 
able to cope better with stressful situations and interact more positively with 
others. We develop the attitudes, skills and behaviours young people need to make 
positive changes in their lives. We never let financial circumstances stand in the 
way. Through our fundraising and network of donors we raise money to support 
those who need it most’.

In 2019 the Founders Charities agreed to sponsor four students from two London 
schools (Chace School, Enfield and Southfields Academy, Merton) both rated by 
OFSTED as needing help. Our contribution was match-funded by a charity of which 
a Founder is a Trustee. In the event six students attended an OB course. In 2020 
the Charity Committee agreed to continue such funding but Covid prevented 
Outward Bound running courses. Support will continue once activities can be 
resumed.
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https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/


Robert Warner University 
bursaries

Each year, two members of the Industry committee in conjunction 
with local academics interview promising students studying materials 
science at the above universities. In addition to academic distinction 
we look at their other activities including contributions to the wider 
community. There are far more excellent candidates than we have 
funds for. 

We award six grants each year to two students at the three 
universities for the duration of the students’ course, typically two or 
three years (we do not make payments for first year students) subject 
to satisfactory progress. A highlight of the year is when the students 
come and make short presentations of their work at our February 
informal lunch. This is always an inspiring event even for those 
without a materials background. 
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Robert Warner Lecture

The annual Robert Warner Lecture, now in its 42nd year, provides an 
opportunity for the Company to invite guests from the City, industry and 
academia to Founders’ Hall for a lecture on a topic of current interest. 
Over the years there have been outstanding speakers from government, 
industry and academia who always provide the most entertaining, 
interesting and thought-provoking lecture. 
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The Brunel Training 
Centre of Bedford 

‘Inspired by the great engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel – creator of 
some of the country’s first railway lines, bridges and steamships – the 
centre specialises in Engineering’

In 2020 the Trusteeship of the Brunel Centre, an incorporated charity, 
was transferred to the Founders. The charity provides facilities and 
support to training providers and awards bursaries for the vocational 
training and education of young people who wish to enter or develop a 
career in engineering or its allied trades. With the transfer came the 
charity’s funds, grants from which are being managed by the Education 
Committee in association with the Industry Committee. These charitable 
funds now enable the Founders’ Charities to increase financial support 
for those seeking a career or technical skill development in engineering.
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Bedford College

The Worshipful Company of Founders works with the Engineering and 
Automotive Faculty of Bedford College.  Founders’ Charities are 
sponsoring a competition where students undertake project work in 
teams, supported by the academic staff.  To date, three teams are 
involved in projects and the interim reports show that the exercise has 
been a very great success.  As well as providing funds to facilitate the 
projects members of the Company have visited the three teams at the 
various sites to see progress on the projects and to give advice and 
assistance.  Further information can be found by following the link 
below:

https://padlet.com/jbaxter67/v1sf1l0l14y47q90
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The Harpur Trust

The Founders’ Charities have joined with The Harpur Trust to provide 
support for young people in the town of Bedford.  The Charities, 
together with other partners, will be part of the Bedford Giving 
project. This project is, at present, in its developmental phase.  The 
aim of the partnership programme is to bring together people and 
organisations with a shared interest in improving the life chances of 
disadvantaged children and young people in Bedford.  This objective 
will be achieved by helping groups of young people in both primary 
and secondary education with careers advice, CV writing, interview 
skills and placement on apprenticeships.  The Robotics project, 
developed at The John Warner School, will be introduced to secondary 
and primary schools in the Bedford area.  It is hoped that this project 
will begin operation in early September 2022.
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STEM Learning – the ENTHUSE 
Partnership

Founders are supporting the ENTHUSE partnership which empowers 
schools and colleges to “share good practice and work collaboratively in 
addressing underachievement in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) subjects.”  The project will run for two 
years and involve a leading secondary school in Kent which will build a 
partnership with six feeder primary schools giving students an 
opportunity to experience greater involvement with STEM subjects from 
an early age.  Given the Company’s special interest in Foundries and 
Material Science a special feature of our project will be an introduction 
to those specialisms; members of the Company will be given the 
opportunity to act as ambassadors and mentors to teachers and 
students.
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Paget Christian Centre

A project run by the London City Mission. The Founders’ Charities 
funded the purchase of two computers for job seekers in a deprived 
area of London.
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Music and the arts



City of London School for Girls

Through our links with a previous Founder and music teacher at 
the school, we fund four music bursaries.
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https://clsg.org.uk/


Harpist

The Founders’ Charities assisted with the cost of a place at the 
Royal College of Music for an aspiring and talented young harpist. 
The grant was match-funded by a charity of which a Founder is a 
Trustee.
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Worcester Cathedral

For many years the Founders’ Charities have given a grant to 
Worcester Cathedral Tower to help the Cathedral further the 
teaching of bell ringing, which has been done with considerable 
success. The cheque is normally presented by the Master of the 
year when he visits Worcester to attend an annual dinner of the 
Clothiers Company of Worcester.
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https://www.worcestercathedral.co.uk/


Classics for All

Following sweeping education reform, the teaching of classics 
was in sharp decline in UK state schools from the 1970’s. In 
2010, researchers estimated that classics was taught in only 25% 
of state schools, compared with 75% of schools in the 
independent sector. Classics for All was established to reverse 
this trend. It aims to raise the aspirations and build the cultural 
capital of young people from all backgrounds by teaching them 
about the ancient world. Restoring classics to state schools is a 
challenge. Barriers include a shortage of qualified teachers, a 
crowded curriculum and the enduring myth that classics is only 
for a privileged few. Since 2010 this charity has supported over 
940 schools where classics are now included in the curriculum. 
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https://classicsforall.org.uk/


Box Tale Soup 

Box Tale Soup is a Registered Charity whose stated objects are: The 
promotion of public education and the encouragement of the arts 
through the visual and performance arts. The company produces 
original and highly imaginative theatre, in particular the faithful 
adaptation of classic works and to make these accessible to all 
sections of the community. Through sponsoring performances, 
Founders’ have enabled Box Tale to perform at Treloar’s where their 
theatre has had an incredibly positive affect on the pupils with 
comments such as “it was so funny it made me laugh” and “it made 
me very happy”.  Box Tale have also performed in the Hall. With Covid 
drastically affecting Box Tale, this year Founders agreed to an ongoing 
three-year funding commitment for their work at Treloar’s.
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https://boxtalesoup.co.uk/


Founders’ Sculpture 
Prize 

The prize dates from 2006/07 when the Company with support 
from the Gilbert Bayes Trust, Morris Singer Art Founders and the 
Society of Portrait Sculptors established ‘The Founders’ Sculpture 
Prize’. The prize was intended to promote and encourage 
imaginative figurative sculpture based on the human form and 
one of the rules was that successful entrants, regardless of age, 
should have ten years or less experience as a sculptor. The 
results can be seen around the Hall.
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The British Art Medal Society 
(BAMS)- Student Medal Prize 

Celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, the British Art Medal Society was 
founded to promote and encourage medallic art and has commissioned medals 
from many distinguished sculptors of our time. Their work is extremely varied 
from portraiture and neo-classical, conceptual and abstract to the satirical. 

Since 1988/89, Founders have given the Grand First Prize for the Student Medal 
Project which involves seventeen colleges.  The Company purchases a medal for 
its collection and most of these are displayed in the Hall.

The 2022 prize was awarded to Jana Griffiths who says that her design:

reflects my fascination with wild plants and how they manage to survive 
everywhere, even when not expected
and reflects her feelings

of being somewhat out of place at first when going to art college and having to 
make my place there.
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https://bams.org.uk/bams-student-medal-project-2021-prizes-and-awards/


Abi Burt
The Founders supported a previous winner of the Student Medal 
prize, Abi Burt, through her studies at the Royal College of Art. 
Subsequently she came to us for support for a project entitled 
“Lost Wax for Lost Species.” For this she involved over 100 
sculptors to make small wax models of endangered animals etc
which she then made castings from and displayed these in the Hall. 
These were then auctioned to raise money for various charities 
including the Worldwide Fund for Nature.
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Sport



Arundel Castle Cricket Foundation

The Founders’ Charities have made a small annual contribution to this 
Registered Charity since 2016. The Foundation operates a cricket 
training facility and outdoor activity centre, including play zones, in a 
beautiful setting which contrasts significantly from the environment 
many young attendees come from. The Foundation’s current strategy 
is to focus on engaging young people from Inner London boroughs, 
young people with special educational needs and disabilities and 
young people living in communities local to Arundel. For each group, 
the Foundation seeks to boost inclusion, inspire education and 
improve mental and physical health. Some, 1,000 young, 
disadvantaged and disabled young people attend each year.
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https://www.arundelcastlecricketfoundation.co.uk/


Kye Whyte

Liveryman Charles Boyd asked for the Founders’ Charities to support an 18-
year-old BMX rider, who Mr Boyd knew through his support for the local 
Peckham Cycling Club. At the time, Kye had achieved success at a national and 
European level and was seeking funding to help him compete in China for 
qualification in the World Championship Games. Kye needed funds to help him 
travel to China and had a dream to compete in the Tokyo Olympic games. After 
seeking detailed information from Mr Boyd, the Committee recommended, and 
the Court approved a grant of the full costs. Kye went to China, qualified for 
the 2019 World Championships but ended fifth having been caught behind a 
crash. Kye went on to be picked last year for Team GB Cycling in the Tokyo 
Olympics and won Silver in the men’s BMX final at the Olympics. Kye could not 
have gone to China without Founders’ support and this a tremendous example 
of how charitable giving makes a real difference to an individual.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kye_Whyte


The Environment & The 
City



The Wye & Usk Foundation

The Foundation is a charity concerned with the restoration of the 
environment of the Wye and Usk river systems and a Founder is a 
Trustee. It was originally established to look after the interests of 
those who fish these river systems, but its remit is now far more 
widely concerned with conservation, protection, rehabilitation and 
improvement of these environments for the benefit of the young and 
old and future generations. The Foundation’s Chief Executive 
acknowledged the Founders Charities’ donation in 2019 by saying 
‘Your donation is extremely important to the appeal. Firstly, it will help 
us extend our programme of education to a thousand more 
youngsters across our region, teaching them about the importance of 
their local rivers and the wider environment. The benefits of this to 
both the rivers and to the children’s lives will be felt for many years to 
come’.
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https://www.wyeuskfoundation.org/


International Wildlife support

The Company responded to a request to assist a young student 
who wanted to travel to Tanzania to work in a community wildlife 
support programme. The Company agreed a grant but the trip 
had to be postpone. The student is currently completing the 
programme this summer. 
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CITY/CORPORATION OF 
LONDON

We contribute to the Lord Mayor’s annual appeal by making a 
donation which is given at our Civic dinner. We also contribute to 
the Guildhall Archive where our records are held. 

Last year we were approached by one of the Lord Mayor’s 
charities to help a young student of materials science at 
Cambridge to contribute to her support over the summer so she 
could take part in a project to bring sanitation to schools in 
Tanzania.
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https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do


Military Affiliations



Royal Navy

HMS Iron Duke. A type 23 Duke-class frigate currently undergoing a re-
fit. 

HMS Sultan:  Shore base which is the primary engineering training 
establishment for the Royal Navy.

Founders’ Liaison officer: Commander Nigel Whales RN
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https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/


HMS Sultan

HMS Sultan is a shore base of the Royal Navy in Gosport and is the 
primary engineering establishment for the Royal Navy.  The Company 
has had a long association with the school and new entrants get their 
initial grounding in engineering skills and the best cadet receives an 
annual award from the founders. 
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British Army

London Irish Rifles. A reserve infantry company now ‘D’ Company of 
The London Regiment.

Founders’ Liaison officer: Major James Swayne
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https://www.army.mod.uk/


Royal Air Force

No. 33 Squadron, operates the Westland Puma HC2 helicopters from 
RAF Benson, Oxfordshire.

Founders’ Liaison officer: Hon Group Captain Richard Lewis
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https://www.raf.mod.uk/


Thurrock Sea Cadets

In 2006 the Company became associated with Thurrock Sea Cadets, 
part of the UK’s oldest nautical youth charity and have provided places 
on sail training vessels and prizes. The cadets have regularly attended 
Company functions providing a guard of honour. This year Founders 
donated £3,000 towards the cost of a second-hand minibus as their 
minibus had become unrepairable. Their Commanding Officer said he 
was overwhelmed by such generosity as without transport the cadets 
were unable to attend any off-base events. In addition, Founders have 
pledged £1,000 pa for the next three years.

Founders’ Liaison officer: Lt. Robert Butterworth RNR

42

https://www.sea-cadets.org/thurrock


Sea Scouts

The Petersham and Ham Sea Scout Group appealed to the Company in 
2018 for a grant to purchase a Skerry (a rowing boat for twelve 
including a coach, which is suitable for absolute beginners). The 
Founders’ Charities made a one-off grant of £500.
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Army Cadets

A national youth organisation sponsored by the MOD and The Army.

Founders’ Liaison officer: Christopher Rogers TD
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https://armycadets.com/


Committee Members

The Master and Wardens are Ex-officio members of all of the below 
committees:

Charity Education Industry

Nicholas Butterworth (Chair) David Kennedy (Chair) Tom Westley (Chair)

Industry Chair (ex officio) Industry Chair (ex officio) Education Chair (ex officio)

Education chair (ex officio) Brian Lawson Prof Paul Withey

HHJ Simon Oliver Dr Bernard Rickinson Prof Mark Jolly

Roger Blears Amanda Spielman Prof Roger Cashmore

Wg Cdr Ed Partridge Alan Windle Alan Hughes

Christopher Kelly Wg Cdr Ed Partridge James Selka

Jennifer Walsh (Music Bursaries) Nick De Leon Dr Pam Murrell

Colin Steed Prof Julia Buckingham
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